
What a Board 

Member 

Needs to Know
SPECIAL EDUCATION 101



Gather additional information in the following three 

areas:

1. What is special education;

2. How is special education funded; and 

3. Parent Rights/Procedural Safeguards   

related to special education 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES



DO YOU SPEAK SPECIAL EDUCATION?



The I

The E

The P

WHAT IS SPECIAL 

EDUCATION?



Special education: instruction provided at no cost that is 

specially designed to meet a student’s identified unique 

learning needs.  

Simply put…

Adaptation of the content, methodology, or delivery of 

instruction, to permit access to the general education 

curriculum.

SPECIAL EDUCATION



 1975: Public Law 94-142

 2004: Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act 

(IDEIA)

FEDERAL MANDATE



Major tenets:

 Ensure children with disabilities have access to special 
education services; 

 Ensure that the rights of children with disabilities and their 
parents are protected; 

 Ensure the effectiveness of efforts to educate children with 
disabilities; and

 Prepare students for further education, employment, and 
independent l iving.

IDEIA – THE LAW OF THE LAND



US Department of Education

California Department of Education

Marin County Special Education 
Local Plan Area

Marin County Public Schools

FROM DC TO CDE TO MC…



SELPA:

A SELPA is a group of school districts and County Office of 

Education that join together to form a geographic region to 

provide all of the special education service needs for children 

with disabilities residing within the region’s boundaries. 

In Marin County, the SELPA consists of all of the local school 

districts and the Marin County Office of Education. The Marin 

County SELPA is a support service office.  The SELPA is 

responsible to ensure that programs and services are available 

to meet the needs of students with disabilities from birth 

through age 22 in Marin County.

CA MASTER PLAN



4 Easy  Steps

SPECIAL 

EDUCATION 



Schools are obligated to “search and serve”

Suspected of a disability = assessment

Assessment identifies the learning profile of the student

A team of educational specialists and parent/guardian 

determine if the student is eligible for special education 

STEP 1: IDENTIFICATION



Eligibility is a two (2) prong test:

1. Does the student meet the eligibility criteria identified in 

California Education Code; and

2. Does the student require special education services?  

STEP 1: IDENTIFICATION



 Intel lectual Disability

 Hearing Impairment, including 
Deafness

 Speech or Language 
Impairment

 Visual Impairment, including 
blindness

 Emotional Disturbance

 Deaf-Blindness

 Orthopedic Impairment

 Autism

 Traumatic Brain Injury

 Other Health Impairment

 Specific Learning Disability

 Multiple Disabilities

 Deaf

STEP 2: ELIGIBILITY



A legal document that identifies the fol lowing:  

 Eligibil ity

 Present levels of educational per formance

 Annual goals – including how progress wil l  be measured and reported

 Special education and related services to be provided to the chi ld,  
including supplementary aids and services – and the frequency, 
duration and location of services

 How the student wil l  par t icipate in state and distr ict -wide assessments 
( the need for accommodations and modifications)

 Time spent outside of the general education classroom/environment

 Emergency Circumstances (New)

STEP 3: 

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM

(IEP)



Once an IEP team decides what goals and services the student 

needs the IEP needs to decide where the services will be 

provided.

Least Restrictive Learning Environment:

When considering placement, the IEP team must ensure that 

the student has the maximum opportunity appropriate to learn 

with children who do not have disabilities during academic, 

nonacademic, and extracurricular activities. 

STEP 4: PLACEMENT



Bottom Line:

Every student is entitled to a 

free and appropriate public 

education (FAPE) when they 

go through the school gate.

FAPE

THE BIG 

PICTURE:



 Current public health orders have required (under most 

circumstances) the use of distance learning.  The “ watchlist” 

guides the return to on-site instruction.

 Distance Learning Plans need to be in place for students in 

special education that are not receiving on -site instruction 

due to the current public health order. 

 Special education services should be delivered to the 

maximum extent possible given the current conditions and 

available resources.

COVID-19



California 

and 

Marin County

STUDENTS IN SPECIAL 

EDUCATION



CALIFORNIA
DECEMBER 2018 PUPIL COUNT

Disability Pupils

Intellectual Disability 43,770

Hard of Hearing* 10,655 – all pupils not included

Deaf* 3,219 – all pupils not included

Speech or Language Impairment* 164,694 – all pupils not included

Visual Impairment* 3,403 – all pupils not included

Emotional Disturbance* 25,228 – all pupils not included

Orthopedic Impairment 9,916

Other Health Impairment 104,792

Specific Learning Disability* 300,293 – all pupils not included

Deaf-Blindness* 12 – all pupils not included

Multiple Disability 7,308

Autism* 120,089 – all pupils not included

Traumatic Brain Injury* 1,536 – all pupils not included TOTAL: 795,047

Total Pupils in CA: 6,186,278



MARIN COUNTY
DECEMBER 2018 PUPIL COUNT

Disability Pupils

Intellectual Disability 173

Hard of Hearing 10o

Deaf 15

Speech or Language Impairment 1,003

Visual Impairment 29

Emotional Disturbance 299

Orthopedic Impairment 52

Other Health Impairment 704

Specific Learning Disability 1,236

Deaf-Blindness* >10

Multiple Disability 27

Autism 392

Traumatic Brain Injury* >10                                      TOTAL: 4,038

Total Pupils in Marin: 33,441



Funding 

and 

Allocation 

of Monies

SPECIAL EDUCATION



 Senate Bil l  (SB) 98 provides the funding formula for special 
education support and services.

 Simply put:

ADA and Rates 

Base

COLA

Growth

Low Incidence

Out of Home Care

Local Property Tax

Federal IDEIA Local Assistance Grants

SELPA Entitlement = Marin County SELPA is “held harmless”

FUNDING



 IDEIA identifies a federal contribution of 40 percent of the 
national average per pupil expenditure for the provision of 
special education services.

 Fiscal year 2017 IDEIA federal funding covered roughly             
14 percent of the estimated cost of educating children with 
disabilities ($12 bil l ion).

 40 percent federal funding for fiscal year 2017 would have amounted to 
roughly $22 billion more than was actually appropriated1. 

 All shortfalls in federal special education funding must be 
addressed by the states and local school districts.

FUNDING

1 National Center for Learning Disabilities, NCLD Policy Team





 Fiscal Allocation Plan:

 Allocates SELPA’s entitlement to the member school districts;

 Developed by all of the local school districts in Marin County;

 Set asides have been identified to help support the provision of 

special education services (Special Education Information System 

(SEIS), Technology Resource Center (TRC), Learning Ally); and

 Allocation based upon the district’s average daily attendance, free 

and reduced lunch count, and special education pupil count

ALLOCATION





Parent 

Rights & 

Procedural 

Safeguards

SPECIAL EDUCATION



Parents of children with disabilities have specific educational 
rights under IDEIA.  These rights are known as procedural 
safeguards and include the following:

 To participate

 To receive prior written notice

 To consent

 To refuse to consent

 To receive an Independent Educational Assessment

 To access education records

 To file a complaint against the school

 To have their child remain in the current placement – “stay 
put”

 To be given a hearing regarding disagreements 

PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS



When disputes arise related to special education, schools in Marin 
County may access any of the following:

 Informal meeting with the parent;

 Facil itated IEP meeting;

 Local Mediation; 

 State Mediation;

 Resolution Session; and/or

 Due Process Hearing

REACHING RESOLUTION



July 1 , 2019 – June 30, 2020

Due Process Filings: 4,645 (492 by districts)

Decisions Issued: 91 (2% of cases)

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS



July 1 , 2019 – June 30, 2020

State Mediation: 2,568

State Mediation Agreement: 1,366 (53% success rate)

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS



July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020

Local Mediation Sessions: 7

Successful Resolution: 6 (85% success rate)

Facilitated IEP meetings: 2

Case Consultations: 72

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

(MARIN COUNTY)



Some kids  need 

more to  get  the 

same…

SPECIAL 

EDUCATION



Questions


